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REASONS. 


Humbly to be Offered by 


The Weavers and Makers of Stuffs, 


W orſteads and other Stuffs, made in the County of Norfok and City of Norwich, 


Why they ſhould be Diſcharged 
From Paying the Duty of Subſidy or Aulnage demanded of them for ſuch Stuffs. 


— 


HAT the making of Worſteads in Norwich and Norfolk, is an ancient Manufacture, and hath been ; 


2. there uſed time out of mind, and thereby many Thouſand Inhabitants of the ſaid places maintained 
K. 2A _ — nd before the time of King Edward the Third an Aſſize of the length and breadth 
[ the was affixed. | 
8 That the ancient Revenue of the Crown of Exgland was 6 5. 8 d. on every Sack of Wool tranſpor- 
ted, which was granted by Parliament. 
14 Ed. r. Co. \ Afterwards, in proceſs of time, divers Cloath-workers ſet up the Trade of making Cloaths in Ex- 
; tif 4 pare land, by reaſon whereof the Engliſh Wool was wrought up here, and an Officer was appointed by 


Patent to meaſure the ſaid Cloaths, with a Fee for his pains: And the Crown having then no Cu- 
ſtoms upon Cloaths or other Goods exported ( as they now have ) the King's ancient Revenue of 
| 5 | — g. 8 d. ny Sack of Wool, was thereby mint 2 F 
Vid. in Treſ. ereupon in Azzo 24 Edw. 3. a was by Parliament granted to be paid to the King, viz. 1 5. 2 d. on a Cloath of Scarl 
rem. Me. c. and — a Worſlead © d. which — gerbe ken between Cloaths and — 4 * | 
* In Auno 25 Edw. 3. an Act was made for the Aſſize of Cloaths ; and if any was made leſs than the Aſſize, the ſame to be ſur- 
feited : Theſe Forfeitures being grievous to the People, in Aue 27 Edw. 3. the King releaſeth the Forfeitures.of 25 Edw. 3. In 
conſideration thereof, the Parliament, over and beſides the Cuſtoms formerly due, which was that by Au 24 Edw. 3. granted to 
the King a Subſidy of 4 d. of every Cloath of Aſſize, 2 d. on a half Cloath, and none under half a Cloath to pay any thing. 
But in this Act of 27 Edw. 3. nor in that Act of 25 Edw. 3. any mention is made of Worſteads ; which was then an ancient 
Manufacture made in Norfolk and Norwich, and taken notice of in 24 Edu. 3. diſtin& from Cloath, and a particular Duty ſet on 
exportation thereof by it ſelf. viz. r d. 3 niece, and — ** 4 die « a ae if Worſteads had been intended to have been 
within the compaſs of this Act of 27 Edw. 3. they would have been ly named, as in 24 Edv. 3. and not put under the ge- 
| neral name of Cloath. f : 
Co. Inft. Notwithſtanding the grant of the Office of Aulnager in 14 Edw. r. of Cloaths, in 22 Edw. 3. there was a particular Patent made 
2 per. 534 to one Pooley of the Office of meaſuring of Norwich Worſteads, with a Fee; which at a Petition of the Commons, 25 Edu. 3. was 
declared to be, and was made void and null. $ | 
In Auno 11 Hen. 4. upon Petition of the Weavers in Norwich and Norfolk, to the then Parliament, there was gram «o the Mayor. 
c. of Norwich, power to ſearch and ſeal Norwich Stuffs for a time. But that Act mentions not any thing of a Subſidy. 
In Amo 7 Edw. 4. the Weavers of Norwich and Norfolk were put under a Regulation, and Wardens appointed to be yearly 
choſen and ſworn to ſearch and meaſure Norwich Worſteads, and no mention made of ſaving the Aulnagers Fee, or Duty of Sub- 
ſidy. 4 
And from the time of the Revocation of Pooley's Patent in 22 Edu. 3. till the beginning of King James the Firſt his Reign, no 
Subſidy or Aulnage was demanded for Norwich Stuffs. | 
Co. Inf. But about that time Del ves and Fitzwilliams having gotten a Patent of New — gave ſome trouble to the Weavers ; 
2 per. fo.62. whereupon 2 Fac. queſtions ariſing thereabout, the buſine was referred by the King to all the Judges of Eg/and, who certified the 
King there was never any Aulnage of Norwich Stuffs. 
Notwithſtanding this Reſolution of the Judges, the then Duke of Lenox got a Patent from the King of the Subfidy and Aul- 
nage of Cloaths and new Draperies, under which he pretended Norwich Stuffs to be comprehended, and gave new diſturbance 
to the Weavers, which occaſioned ſeveral Suits, in many of which the Weavers prevailed ; but the power of the faid Duke in 
thoſe times ſo far prevailed by his ſending Purſevants and other hard Uſages, that the Weavers were compelled for ſome time to 
pay the ſaid Duty; but about the year 1640. the payment thereof ceaſed, and the Weavers were quiet till the year 1668, when 
the then Duke of Lenox preferred his Bill in Parliament to have the ſaid Duty ſetled; which was rejected in the Commons Houſe : 
from which time, till about the year 1680, the Weavers were quiet; but then one Mr. Canham having obtained to be Au in 
Norfolk, did again ſet the Claim on foot, and by taking great Diſtreſſes, and by ſeveral Orders in the Exchequer, compelld the 
Weavers to pay the ——— him. | - 
Which Onders — 1 are ſo extraordinary E in 
legal, in part equi no Writ o r can be brought thereupon, being no Judgment in Law nor 
rr i — _ ral courſe. Whereby the ſaid 
yo, CR ͤ NT 2m of the ſaid Duties of Subſidy and A yet are deſtitute of any 
Courſe of Law, whereby to obtain their Relief, but muſt ſubmit to the burthen thereof; w be ad great meaſure deſtroy that 
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ancient Manufacture of Worſted-Stuffs, which hath been time out of mind exerciſed within the ſaid of Norwich and 

of Norfolk, very much to the Advantage of the Publick, unleſs they are aſſiſted by the Authority,] and Wiſdom of the Hi 
Court of Parliament, where Grievances of this nature, which are above the reach of any ordinary Court of Juſtice to relieve, are 
only and properly cognizable, and to be redreſſed. f 


